
Summer 2019 

 

Dear Washington Wildcat Families, 

 Exciting things are happening at Washington Gifted Middle School this the summer.  First and 

foremost – AIR CONDITIONING!  The construction teams and their many subcontractors have been 

working diligently since the last day of school to install the new HVAC system and new lighting and 

ceilings in some areas of our building.  I am anticipating the construction to be completed by the first 

week of August, just in time for our teachers to prepare for the first day of school on Wednesday, 

August 14.  We will begin on a Back to School schedule with dismissal at 1:30 through August 30, 2019. 

 I am thrilled to be joining the Wildcat family as the new principal.  I am looking forward to 

continuing the many traditions at Washington Gifted Middle School as well as bringing new experiences 

for our students.  We will be adding technology to assist with Peoria Public School’s vision of 1:1 access 

and personalized learning, instilling habits of success within our students through new Social and 

Emotional Learning opportunities, and streamlining our schedule to maximize the acceleration and 

enrichment of learning within all content areas. 

 As our teachers spend their summer resting, vacationing, and gearing up for a new school year, I 

hope that our students have been taking advantage of all the summer learning opportunities available in 

our community and beyond.  Reading, participating in camps and classes, and engaging in learning 

activities will ensure that each student is ready to hit the ground running on the first day.   

 Parents play an important role in our school’s success.  Once school resumes, please join our 

PTO. Meetings are the second Thursday of each month.  Plan on conferring with teachers and your 

student during our fall conferences on Wednesday, October 16.  There are many ways to volunteer and 

be involved in events and activities at WGMS.  More information will be forthcoming during our Back to 

School activities.  Encourage your child to participate in school athletics, clubs, or academic teams.  Band 

and orchestra provide an opportunity to bring out the musical talents in our students and our drama 

productions are second to none! 

Registration: 

Returning students can complete their online enrollment via Skyward Family Access beginning July 11, 

2019 and closing at midnight on Tuesday, August 13.  

New students can register at any Registration Hub.  Those sites include Kellar, Harrison, Peoria High and 

Glen Oak schools. You can register, submit address verification, physical exams, immunizations records 

and pay fees at the Hubs.   

• Thursday, July 25  9:00 – 6:00 

• Saturday, July 27  9:00 – 12:00 at the Dream Center during Backpack Peoria/hubs closed 

• Wednesday, August 7  9:00 – 6:00 

• Saturday, August 10  9:00 – 3:00 



All students must be in compliance for physical exams and immunizations by the first day of school.  

Physicals and up to date immunizations are required for 6th graders.  Sports physicals must be submitted 

before the first day of practice. 

Please note that Washington Gifted Middle School will be closed all summer due to the construction. All 

new students need to register at one of the Hubs listed above.   

Wildcat Eve 

Let’s start the year the Wildcat Way!!  Incoming 5th graders and their Bigs, as well as any student new to 

WGMS are invited to Wildcat Eve on Monday, August 12 from 5:30 – 7:00.  PTO will provide a light 

dinner and students will be able to bring supplies, set up lockers, see their classrooms, and walk their 

schedule.  Students will also get their locks and have the opportunity to practice the combinations. 

Unpack Your Backpack/Locker Set Up 

Continuing in our Wildcat Way…6th, 7th, and 8th graders are invited to locker set up on Tuesday, August 

13 from 12:00 – 1:00.  Students will receive locker assignments and locks and will be able to set up their 

locker, bring supplies, and see their classrooms on this day. 

Back to School Night and Annual Potluck 

Mark your calendars as this year we are combining our Back to School Open House with our Annual 

Wildcat Potluck.  On Thursday, August 22 families can visit classrooms in a more casual atmosphere 

from 5:30 – 6:15, then meet with all the Wildcat families for our potluck from 6:15 – 7:00.  More 

information will be available for the potluck in our packet that is sent home on the first day of school. 

School Hours and Attendance 

The first day of school is Wednesday, August 14, 2019.  The Back to School schedule will be in effect 

from August 14 – August 30.  On Tuesday, September 3 we will return to our regular schedule of 7:30 – 

2:30.  Students may enter the building at 7:15 to get breakfast and prepare for the day.  We ask that 

students do not arrive before 7:15 as there is no supervision.  Students will remain outside until that 

time.  Students should be in their advisory period by 7:30 to avoid being marked tardy.  In order to 

ensure the highest quality learning experiences, we will continue to focus on attendance this year.  

Please have your child to school on time and try to avoid scheduling appointments during the school 

day.  If your child is ill, please call the office or send a note within 48 hours to avoid an unexcused 

absence.   

The Washington Dress Code and school supply lists are included in this packet, as well as posted on our 

website.  Proper uniforms must be worn on the first day of school.  

I, along with the entire Washington Wildcat staff, look forward to a wonderful school year.  You play a 

vital role in the education of each and every student in our Wildcat family.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school.   

 

Sincerely,  

Susan Martin, Principal 



 

  

  


